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CONFIDENTIAL TOKYO 13172 

FROM AMBASSADOR GERARD SMITH 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PARM, TECH, ENRG, JA 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE HIGH-LEVEL WASTE MANAGEMENT COOPERATION BETWEEN U.S. 
AND JAPAN 


1 . THE ERDA REPRESENTATIVES ON THE DELEGATION DISCUSSING 
TOKAI MURA TELL US THE JAPANESE HAVE APPROACHED BATTELLE 
REGARDING TECHNICAL EXCHANGES AND ASSISTANCE ON WASTE MANAGE- 
MENT IN CONNECTION WITH REPROCESSING PLANT OPERATIONS. 

2. IT MIGHT ENCOURAGE ACCEPTANCE OF OUR PROPOSAL REGARDING 
TOKAI MURA OPERATION IF WE TELL THE JAPANCES SUCH ACCEPTANCE 
WOULD ENABLE US TO AUTHORIZE TECHNICAL COOPERATION OF THE 
KIND THEY ARE INTERESTED IN. UNLESS THE DEPARTMENT OBJECTS 
WE PLAN TO SPEAK TO THE JAPANESE AUGUST 30 ALONG LINES OF 
FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS: 

3. THE KEY TO THE SUCCESSFUL OPERATION OF REPROCESSING 
PLANTS IN ANY MODE WILL BE THE DEMONSTRATION OF SAFE, 

PUBLICALLY ACCEPTABLE HANDLING OF NUCLEAR WASTS AND THEIR 
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PERMANENT DISPOSAL. THE U.S. HAS EMBARKED UPON A MASSIVE 
WASTE MANAGEMENT RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, AND DEMONSTRATION 
PROGRAM DESIGNED TO SHOW THAT NUCELAR WASTS CAN BE SAFE- 
LY HANDLED AND PERMANENTLY DISPOSED FO REGARDLESS OF 
RADIATION LEVEL, TRANSURANIC CONTENT, OR WHETHER THOSE 
WASTS ARE SPENT FUEL ELEMENTS OR RESULT FROM REPRECESSING. 

THIS BROAD PROGRAM IS NECESSARY IN THE U.S. EVEN THOUGH 
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REPORCESSING HAS BEEN INDEFINITELY DEFERRED BECAUSE 
LARGE QUANTITIES (70,000,000 GAL.) OF HIGH LEVEL WASTE 
HAVE BEEN GENERATED IN THE PAST AS A PART OF THE ERDA 
NUCLEAR MATERIALS PRODUCTION PROGRAM. 

4. IT IS ERDA'S INTENT TO HAVE A BROAD TECHNICAL EXCHANGE 
ON WASTE MANGEMENT OF COMMERCIAL NUCLEAR WASTE AS A PART 
OF THE INFCE WITH COOPERATING NATIONS. THIS EXCHANGE 
WOULD ONLY INCIDENTALLY INVOLVE WASTE MANAGEMENT RELATED 
TO REPROCESSING. HOWEVER, IN THE EVENT OF A MUTUAL AGREE- 
MENT BETWEEN THE U.S. AND JAPAN ON THE OPERATION OF TOKAI, 

THE U.S. WOULD BE AGREEABLE TO ENTER INTO DISCUSSIONS 
LEADING TO EXCHANGE OF TECHNICAL INFORMATION ON RELATED 
WASTE MANAGEMENT MATTERS, PERMISSION FOR JAPAN TO MAKE 
ARRANGEMENTS WITH U.S. ERDA CONTRACTORS FOR TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE AND RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT CONTRACTS, AND 
EXCHANGE OF PERSONNEL WHERE DESIRABLE. 

MANSFIELD 
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